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Before coming to RISD, we were defined by 
what surrounded us and we packed up those 
experiences and moved to Providence, Rhode 
Island. We converged at this point we call RISD, 
for four defining years of our lives, weaving 
those unique experiences together to form a 


truly unique bond. 


And that’s where the inspiration for this 
yearbook lies: the distances we traveled to be 
here, the different paths we discovered together, 
the many miles of experiences we shared, and 
most importantly, the incredible network of 
inspiring and unforgettable friends we will have 


when we take on the next stage of our lives. 
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They say time's a thief. It’s also an artist, though. Time designs collages, 
writes poetry, makes up graphic logos. You look backward through a rear 
window and see patterns, motifs, symbols, the divinity that shapes our 
ends, our lives. Your commencement robs us of you and leaves us, as 

you pack your trunks and take off, a little bit forlorn and bereft after the 
ceremonies, for a spell. It’s as if you steal everything in sight, | mean the 
ghosts of everything in sight: the roses from College Street, the statues 
around the Orpheus fountain, the paintings and sculptures in the museum, 
the words, wise or wacky, declared by faculty and, perhaps, scribbled 
down in your notebooks. All these things seem to lose their color without 
your presence. The place seems empty after graduation. The notes and 
sketches you leave in your wake, they bring you back. These foolish 
things remind us of you. You take all RISD away with you and smuggle us 
over the borders and boundaries of the wide world. Even so, it takes us a 


while to get over your absence, for everything to rebuild itself. 


You re-create and graft RISD all over the Atlas of the planet Earth. You 
put down roots and bear fruit wherever you roam. Like Paris, Providence 


is a movable feast. 


Time may be a burglar, but time also returns treasures in fresh forms. 


Time as it goes by surprises us with your future fates and careers, 


Well, after all, it’s a strained analogy about your swiping the school-- you 
aren't really taking away anything that doesn’t already belong to you. You 
ARE this school of design, you brought it with you when you first came to 
town: your talents, your particular genius, and you projected your hopes 
and dreams upon us, so you are reclaiming your own property. Besides, 
of course, you bought it fair and square. Without you, there wouldn't be a 
school. Buildings and grounds, faculty and board, they depend upon you, 
and all RISD is yours to possess. Thank you for what you have brought to 


us and taught us: with best wishes for good fortune upon your migrations. 


Mike Fink 
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